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mouth of the Tiber. He built a fortress on the hill Janiculum, and joinei
the hill to the city by a wooden bridge over the river. He secured the city
in the low grounds between the hills by a great dyke, which was eallejl the
dyke of the Quirites. And he built a prison under the hill Saturnius, towards
the Forum, because as the people grew in numbers, offenders against the laws
became more numerous also. At last King Ancus died, after a reign of three-
tnd-twenty years.

PEISCUS

In the days of Ancus Marcius there came to Rome from Tarquiuii, a city
of Etruria, a wealthy Etruscan and his wife. The father of this stranger
was a Greek, a citizen of Corinth, who left his native land because it was
oppressed by a tyrant, and found a home at Tarquinii. There he married a

TjuBQUTNIUS
noble Etruscan lady, and by her he had two sons. But his son found that
for Ms father's sake he was still looked upon as a stranger; so he left Tar-
quinii, and went with his wife Tanaquil to Rome, for there, it was said,
strangers were held in more honour. How as he came near to the gates of
Rome, as he was sitting in his chariot with Tanaquil his wife, an eagle came
and plucked the cap from his head, and bore it aloft into the air; and then
flew down again and placed it upon his head, as it had been before. So Tana-
quil was glad at this sight, and she told her husband, for she was skilled in
augury, that this was a sign of the favour of the gocLs, and she bade him be
of good cheer* for that he would surely rise to greatness.
Now when the stranger came to Rome, they called him Lucius Tarquinius,
and he was a brave man and wise in council; and his riches won the good
word of the multitude; and he became known to the king. He served the
king well in peace and war, so that Ancus held him in great honour, and when
he died he named him by his will to be the guardian of his children.